Scene Shop/Set Construction Report
1 September 2014

Set construction and scene shop use had a successful season last year.

Materials were usually kept safely in their homes between theatre productions.  Once again, I encourage persons who use the scene shop to put things back where you found them, clean up after yourself (at end of project), and please make sure the paint cabinet is safely closed (latches at top and bottom both catch).
After discussion last year about power tools and battery rebuilding/replacement, little has changed.  A new mitre saw was purchased for the scene shop after appropriate due diligence and comparison shopping.  It is just as good or better than the death machine we had been using when it was new, and the new saw has the added feature of a working laser guide to make cutting that much easier.

Regarding the Black and Decker drills and power packs in the theatre, little use was made of them last year.  One reason was that after regularly using them in the past, I have purchased my own power tool set (Makita combo) that I bring to the theatre.  The theatre is basically the only place I use them, and the only reason I bought them.  I find them much lighter and the power packs charge quickly.  My set construction crew members usually bring their own tools, and we share our tools with others.
The board should decide if they wish to keep hold of the Black and Decker power tools they have and rebuild the power packs, or put them up for sale (garage sale) and buyer beware.

I believe that a theatre set of power tools should be in the scene shop.  Combination sets of Makita, DeWalt, and Bosch power tools go on sale on a regular basis.  Additional tools like reciprocating saws are rarely needed, and if needed, can usually be borrowed.

A router has been discovered, along with some router bits.  This is exciting, as we (the set design/set construction crews) have been working routed pieces into the theatre productions.  Storage of materials and tools is always a concern, but one piece of equipment I would like to see replaced is a good/great quality jigsaw.  The opportunity to cut more curved or round hole/square peg set pieces keeps presenting itself, and the jigsaw in the scene shop is labouring to manage this.  A small (good/great quality) shop vac would be a welcome addition, also.
Once again, I was proud to be part of the set design/set construction teams/crews for the majority of the theatre productions last year.  For the two productions I was involved with in this capacity, sets were built within budget and with judicious use of existing materials.
The set of “Little Shop of Horrors” included set pieces I am quite proud of, such as the panelled wall that swung out to cover Mushnik’s Flower Shop, the swinging wall that many of you most likely did not know about that allowed the Audrey II puppets to get onstage, and the curved staircase down to the audience Stage Right. “Distracted” was built by another crew, and my only involvement was trying to take it apart at the set strike and find room to store all the material.

The set for “The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged)”, was a literal winner.  It received the award for Set Décor (tie) at the Ozone Festival in Vernon.  For those of you who missed it, the set was a giant book, assisted by a steamer trunk, which contained nearly all the costume changes and props the three actors needed during the show.  There were several levels of clever in that book, and the opening of the book cover to display the table of contents had audiences in Salmon Arm and Vernon applauding.  Elaine Holmes did an excellent job painting the book and wowing the audiences.  The largest expense in the construction of that set was buying bundles of 2 x 2’s to use in the book construction.  Nearly all other materials were found in the scene shop and put to good use.  The production also allowed the construction crew to build a safe, solid, non-creaking (and quite attractive) ladder to the spot light booth in the theatre.
This year I have a couple of goals I wish to achieve regarding the scene shop and materials within the theatre.

I am looking forward to using all materials at my disposal in the scene shop in building sets.  I plan to cut more and more pieces of skins, lumber, wainscoting, panelling, and so on into useable pieces for sets and eventually into small enough pieces that they can be cut down even more and disposed of in the furnaces of wood-burning theatre members.  This will create more storage space in the scene shop and send the pieces of set pieces off to a dignified and useful end.

The other important goal I want to pursue is to clean out and/or inventory what is in the storage area above the dressing room in the theatre.  The items up there need to be brought into the light.  Directors, set design and set décor people need to know what is available up there if they have any hope of using those materials and not buying more of them and compounding the problem of duplication or storage.  This would also apply to the construction materials tucked away in the storage area above the lobby/green room in the theatre, accessible through the scene shop.  My first priority would be above the dressing room.  To this end, I will be looking for several bodies who don’t mind crawling around on their hands and knees to drag and hand out materials from the storage area to other bodies on ladders and on stage.  I would like this to be done before set construction for “The Odd Couple” gets fully involved, as it will block access to the storage area.
I will be happy to answer any questions you may have to the best of my ability whenever you see me.

Sincerely,

Randy Brogden

Head Set Construction Person

PAGE  
1

